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Leavenworth Prisoners Anti-Death Penalty Fast Statement 


A multinational group of revolutionary prisoners in Laven- 
worth federal prison, participated in Fastathon 90 — the annual 
fast sponsored by the National Coalition to Abolish the Death 
Penalty. We fasted on Feb. 28 and March 1, to raise money and 
public support against the death penalty. 


As revolutionaries, as prisoners, we have direct knowledge of 
how truly unjust, racist and corrupt the U. S. justice system can be 
and often is. 


A government that screams about drugs while it organizes 
huge guns-for-drugs-for-money plots like Contragate, that 
preaches democracy while invading tiny nations like Panama, 
that is in violation of international law because of it's vulture like 
policies of interfering in and exploiting the lands and peoples of 
countries around the globe, has no moral or ethical right to 
murder-execute anyone! 


In particular, we join this fast to call attention to and give our 
total support to Mumia Abu-Jamal, an internationally recognized 
political prisoner who sits in a death row cell in Pennsylvania. 
Mumia, a life long advocate for justice and human rights for Black 
people and all oppressed people, was a very effective journalist in 
Philadelphia, who engendered the wrath of the racist police de- 
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partment and city power structure for his truthful coverage of th ii 


police attacks against the Move organization. As a result, he wa 
attacked by the police, shot, arrested and convicted of killing a co 
and sentenced to death. We feel his case demonstrates most clearl 
the injust, racist and morally repugnant policy of official murde 
that the U.S. government practices. 


We urge all people to become aware of Mr. Abu-Jamal's casi i 


and to support. 


Amandla 

Leonard Peltier Larry Giddings Jaan Karl Laaman 
Wesley Teka Harris Sundiata Acoli 
Hassan Kareem Michael McCoy 
Anlo Chang Mookie Harris 


(For more information on Mumia Abu-Jamal contact: Partisan 
Defense Committee- P.O. Box 99, Canal St. Station, N.Y., N.Y. 
100013) | 


( For more information on anti-death penalty work and fast, contact: 


NCADP--1419 V St.,N.W. eee’ DC. 20009) 
Phone:(202) 797-7090 
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to prevent anyone from going onto the land and firing at some 
likely target. We won't likely find out for years, but state manipu- 
lation of the whole situation seems inevitable, given their track 


= record such as previous counter-subversion programs such as 
Cointelpro which specialized in dividing strong and militant 


groups. 


Just before the situation heated up at Akwesasne, the Mo- 
hawks of Genienkeh, a small territory just east of Akwesasne, had 
a week long armed stand-off with the NY State police and FBI. On 
Mar/30/90, a Vermont National Guard helicopter had to makean 
emergency landing after being hit by rifle fire. The state police 
immediately tried to enter the Territory since the shots were 
reported to have come from there. Genienkeh refused, saying that 
they had already investigated the incident and determined that 
the shots had not come from their land. They offered to do an 
investigation and turn over the results as one sovereign people to 
another. This in turn was refused, and barricades were thrown up 


‘On both sides. After a week it was agreed that the police would _ 


have limited access to conduct an investigation but be under 
Mohawk escort. Arrest warrants have been sworn out against 16 
Mohawks for their role in the confrontation. 


The helicopter, though supposedly ona medical mission, had 
been seen flying low over the casinos in both Genienkeh and 
Akwesasne. Upon investigation, it turned out that the door of the 
copter was inexplicably opened and that it was operated by a 


military pilot. The Warda suggested that the shots had con 


from the “antis” on Akwesasne in an attempt to get the police 


move against the Warriors. 


The Mohawks are a strong people who have been able : 
maintain much of their culture and political structures. That 
why there is even anything left in the Nation to fight over. ] 
irreversibly split the Mohawks would result in a major set back fi 
the struggle for native sovereignty. And many outside supporte 
would also be forced to choose sides resulting in splits within the 
ranks. ' 


. The withdrawal of Canadian and American authorities, ar 
aredrawingoftheinternationalborderaround, rather than throug 
the Territory, and a unification of the people into one politic 
structure of their own, would be a major step towards a resolutic 


-of the crisis. There are reports that Governor Cuomo of New Yoj 


has agreed to grant sovereignty, but that the Canadian gover: 
ment is refusing, eee to strengthen the band council Sin 
many native nations in Canada, including the Innu, the Lubicc 


and James Bay Cree are fighting for their land and existence as 


people, the federal government is very concerned that granting tl 
Mohawks sovereignty, as opposed to limited self-governmer 
could cause them to lose control over vast chunks of the countr 
The Canadian government prefers to “buy” peace, but their ma 
sive police presence onthe Territory shows their willingness to u: 
force, if necessary, to keep what they have. oo 
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FINALLY OUT 


After being incarcerated for 29 years on charges he has consistently main- 
tained hedid not do, Dhoruba Al-Mujahud bin Wahad was finally released on 3 / 
22. Dhoruba was arrested June5, 1971 and charged with the attempted execution 
fo two New York City (NYC) cops who were guarding the former District 
Attorney of Manhattan, Frank Hogan. 


Dhoruba had been singled out by the f.b.i. to be a target of the Cointelpro 
(Counter Intelligence Program) which had been set up by the then head of the 
f.b.i. Its purpose was to “disrupt, misdirect, discredit or otherwise neutralize” 
progressive New Afrikan (black) leadership. Because of bin Wahad’s political 
activity with the Black Panther Party (BPP) and his open criticism of the racist 
criminal justice system and NYC police department, those in power in NYC 
decided he must go. i ; 


The first attempt to frame him happened in April, 1969, when 21 members 
of the BPP were charged with conspiracy to bomb a number of places including 
department stores and the Botanical Gardens in NYC. After two years and the 
longest and most expensive trial in NYC to that date, all defendants were found 
not guilty of all charges. On June 5, 1971, less than one month after the end of the 
Panther 21 case (4/13/71), Dhoruba was again arrested and again the attempt to i 
“neutralize” him had begun. This time he was tried three times for the same thing 
before they were finally able to get a jury to do their dirty work. To get the 
conviction they had to get their chief witness to change her story a number of 
times. It was this and other wrongdoings by the Police and District Attorney’s 
office that finally convinced a judge to release Dhoruba without bail. 


Although we can view the release of Dhuriba as a victory for him and all 
justice loving people, we must realize the great travesty of justice that took place. 
For 19 years Dhoruba has been wrongfully imprisoned. And but for his refusal 
to accept this injustice and his and his lawyer’s willingnessto “fight city hall” he 
might have had to spend another 19 years in jail. 


There are many other Political Prisoners who, like Dhoruba, have been 
unjustly imprisoned because of their political activity. Dhoruba’s release is proof 
that with much work and perseverance there is hope for their freedom. In one of 
his first statements made since his release, Dhoruba has promised to continue to 
struggle not only to stay free but to also help win freedom for other Political 
Prisoners. 


Right on Dhoruba! Welcome back into the community; you surely have been 
. missed. oo 
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Mohawk Nation Divided: Conflict at Akwesasne-St Regis 


by Bulldozer 


On May 13/90, Doug George, editor of Akwesasne Notes, 
was charged by the Quebec Provincial Police in the shooting 
death of Harold Arnold on May/1/90. Arnold was one of 
two men killed that day as part ofanongoing struggleon the 
Mohawk territory of Akwesasne-St Regis. Georgeis strongly 
identified with a faction that opposes gambling on the 
Territory, while Arnold was considered to be aligned with 
the Warriors Society which supports the existence of casi- 
nos. David George, Doug’s brother, was also charged with 
three weapons offenses. Three other men identified with the 
“anti-gamblers”, including two members of the native po- 
lice force which patrols the Canadian side of the Territory 
which straddles the U.S. Canadian border, were picked up 
but released without any charges. 


After the May/1/90 killings, 400 police from a com- 
bined force of the Ontario and Quebec Provincial Police, the 
Royal Canadian Mounted Police, and the New York State 
Police, backed by the Canadian military and the New York 
National Guard, moved onto Akwesasne-St Regis. The 
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Territory has been increasingly polarized over the last few 
years by the existence of the gambling casinos that cater to 
tours from Montreal, Ottawa and New York state. The 
casinos, which are on the American side of the border, are 
alternatively seen as either providing a necessary economic 
base for the community, or a source of drugs, weapons, 
crimeand prostitution, endangering a society already under 
severe threat. At the end of March, those opposed to gam- 
bling set up roadblocks around the village of Akwesasne 
which effectively closed down the casinos as well as the 
village itself. After 33 days they were driven off after an 
exchange of automatic and semi-automatic rifle fire. Over 
the next few days, both sides accused the other of initiating 
armed attacks on homes and cars. No one has been charged 
in the death of the other man, Mathew Pike. 


Gambling has been a very divisive issue for the Mo- 
hawk people. But the focus on gambling and the violence 
has obscured much more fundamental issues facing the 
Mohawk nation. As one of six nations within the Iroquois 
confederacy, the Mohawks are a sovereign people, recog- 
nized implicitly as such by various treaties signed by the 
U.S., Britain and Canada from the eighteenth century on. 
They have never surrendered their territory which also 
includes Kahnawakeand Kanesatakein Quebec, Ganienkeh 
in New York state, as wellasa substantial community onthe 
Six Nations reserve near Brantford, Ont. The history of both 
the U.S. and Canada shows that the North American gov- 
ernments prefer to deal with the native nations as subject 
people rather than as sovereign nations. 


Sovereignty requires both a political process to deal 


with issues in the nation and an economic base. The Iroquois 


have a constitution, the Kaienerenkowa, that goes back a 
thousand years. Indeed, it is well argued that the framers of 
the American constitution drew upon the experience and 
example ofthe Iroquois asa people who had developed a set 
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of checks and balances which allowed for the expression of 
difference, while maintaining a political cohesion within a 
governing structure. 


On one level, the tensions within Akwesasne-St Regis, 
are those of a “constitutional crisis”. But the crisis is not due 
to the inadequacy of the Kaienerenkowa; rather, itisduetothe 
imposition of foreign political structures. The community of 
9,500 people is divided roughly in half by the U.S./Cana- 
dian border, with the Canadian side being further divided 
between Ontario and Quebec. This has resulted in three 
separate governing bodies: a band council on the Canadian 
side, a tribal councilon the American side, and the Haudeno- 
saunee, the traditional Longhouse people. The interference 
(and paternalistic attitudes) of the foreign governments was 
made clear when representatives of Ontario, Quebec, New 
York, Canada and the U.S. met in Montreal on May/3 to 
discuss a resolution to the situation, but no Mohawks were 
invited. All three of the governing councils have a base of 
support amongst the people, though the actual level of 
support is hotly debated. They differ vastly in legal struc- 
tures, access to funding, and take vastly different approaches 
to both economic and cultural survival. This division of 
loyalty, and differing interpretations of the Iroquois consti- 
tution, has resulted in a breakdown in the historical process 
of consensus that is a feature of the Iroquois system. In the 
past, when an impasse had been reached within a commu- 
nity, one faction would simply leave. Akwesasne itself was 
founded 200 years ago by a clan that left Kahniwake after 
such a breakdown. But today, there is nowhere else to go. 


The Akwesasne-St Regis territory is also one ofthe most 
ecologically devastated areas in North America. Emissions 
from aluminum smelters poisoned the land, cattle and chil- 
dren, destroying a viable agriculture in the early 70’s. Mer- 
cury from chemical plants has left the fish inedible and 
PCBs, mainly from a General Motors plant, have wiped out 
mink and other small mammals as well as poisoning birds 
and turtles. This destruction of the traditional economic 
base is the major reason why gambling and smuggling 
cigarettes came to be considered a possible source for eco- 
nomic self-determination. : | 
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It has been difficult for outsiders, to determine what is 
actually going on. (The media has generally sided with the 
“antis” .) Both sides say that they are fighting for sovereignty. 
Akwesasne Notes, a much respected voice for native rights 
and sovereignty over the past several years, has been influ- 
ential in its anti-gambling stance. Aligned with them are the 
Canadian band council, funded by the Canadian govern- 
ment, headed by Mike Mitchell, and one of three elected 
chiefs on the American tribal council. But there are impor- 
tant differences between these apparent allies. According to 
the Warriors, the killings were the result of a split between 
different factions of the “antis”. 


The Warriors Society, which traces its revitalization 
back to the late sixties, claim a historicrole of defending their 
land and their traditional ways. The Longhouse people, who 
may not necessarily “support” gambling, still support the 
Warriors in their fight to defend the Mohawks asa sovereign 
people. But there is much dispute over whois, or isn’t, part 
of the traditional governing structure. 


The “antis” say that they support a collective sover- 
eignty, one that takes on the outside governments on many 
fronts, and one that is geared towards the people asa whole. 
In contrast, they claim that the Warriors have reduced 
sovereignty to a narrow concept based on an “individual” 
sovereignty, which they say is no morethan the right to have 
casinos without the authorization of New York state. From 
their position, the Warriors are opening the doors to the 
influences of consummer society. Moreover, they feel that 


the Warriors are merely a criminal element, terrorizing the 


community and tied into organized crime that is skimming 
off the proceeds from the gambling. 


The Warriors, in turn, feel that the funding available to 
the “antis” from the Canadian. government — and those 
opposed to gambling tend to live on the Canadian side — 
makes them little more than puppets of a racist and white 
supremacist Canadian government. This in particular ap- 
plies to the Canadian band council, headed by Mike Mitch- 
ell, whom they compare to Dick Wilson, head of the tribal 
government in Pine Ridge during the seventies, whose 
native goon squad lined up with the FBI during major 
confrontations between the American Indian Movement 
and the U.S. government. They say that the “antis” are 
willing to settle for the very limited form of self-govern- 
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ment, now being pushed by the Canadian government, in its 
negotiations with various native peoples, rather than true 
sovereignty. This, they feel, would resolve neither the issue 
of sovereignty, nor give the Mohawks any independent 
economic base. For them, gambling is not an end in itself, but 
a means to the end of complete sovereignty. The casinos 


_ provide 700 jobs in an area where jobs are scarce. They point 


out to the services provided by the proceeds, ie ambulance 
service, support for youth sports teams, etc. 


Many ofthe “antis” had been calling for outside police to 
bring “peace” to the Territory. And they welcomed them 
when they came. The NY state police, who a couple of years 
earlier agreed to only enter the Territory with the consent of 
the Warriors, did receive permission to investigate the kill- 
ings, but then violated this agreement by remaining on the 
Territory. Though the police may have been welcomed by at 
least some of the community, they are by no means answer- 
able to native control. Given the racism of the police, it is 
unlikely they will distinguish between “good” Indians and 
“bad” ones when they implement routine patrols. Accord- 
ing to the Warriors, the police are invaders who “have 


“bad” ones when they implement routine patrols. Accord- 


ing to the Warriors, the police are invaders who “have 
created a state of siege, imposed martial law and suspended 
allofour (Mohawk) sovereign rights quaranteed even under 
the Constitution of the foreign governments that they serve.” 
Roadblocks have been set up, identification is checked for 
anyone entering the territory, cars are routinely searched 
and illegal seizures are common. 


~ OnMay/10, over 100 Canadian police arrested 21 people 
in raids both on the Territory and in the nearby city of 
Cornwall. Small quantities of marijuana were seized, as 
much as 2,000 grams of cocaine, and 3 assault rifles and 3 
pistols. The raid certainly suited the needs of the authorities 
to make Akwesasne-St Regis seem like some lawless land. 
But considering that drugs are everywhere in North Amer- 
ica, it probably didn't take much intelligence to come up 
with a “successful” raid. The use of the “War on Drugs” as 
a cover to impose martial laweat many African and Hispanic 
communities in the U.S., and as an alibi to raid Panama, 
makes clear the potential political use of the drug “crisis”. 
Mike Mitchell’s enthusiastic support forthe raids as a means 
of cleaning up the community raises questions about his 
political judgement, if not his actual allegiance. The “War on 
Drugs” is the most reactionary element in counter-subver- 
sion and policing today. The police have never solved the 
drug “problem” in any community, they have only made it 
worse. The Warrior’s say that none of those arrested were 
connected to them, and that indeed, in Jan/90, they told all 
the known dealers on the Territory to get out. 


The various factions on Akwesasne-St Regis all agree 
that solutions can only come from the Mohawk people 
themselves. Unfortunately, there is no agreement on how a 
reconciliation process can come about. The “antis” want the 
Warriors, whom they see as a armed gang of thugs provid- 
ing security to the casinos, disarmed before any negotia- 
tions. The Warriors, refuse to disarm unilaterally. They say 
that the “antis” are also heavily armed and have been 
initiating attacks because more Mohawks on the Canadian 
side are switching their support from the band council to the 
Longhouse people. For the Warriors, no negotiations can 
begin until the police leave. 


One need not be paranoid to imagine, without any proof 
yet available, that the situation is ideal for Cointelpro-type 
provocateurs stirring up the situation trying to divide the 
people. There has been a lot of gunfire, some, no doubt, with 
little political connection. But there is nothing to prevent 
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The6/JAN/90 “FN Coordinating Body 
Minutes” (from Freedom Now! Campaign 
for Amnesty and Human Rights for Political 
Prisoners) included a passage that read: “Bill 
Dunne--from Marion Prisonand Prisoner[sic] 
News Service is in strong public opposition 


about his not being adopted and has written 


publicly concerning this.” This effort to por- 
tray my criticisms of FN as only personal 
sour grapes can only be construed as rank 
opportunism. It thus raises even more seri- 
ous questions about the motivations of those 
serving as the motors of FN than those al- 
ready raised by the many unanswered criti- 
cisms of FN’s practice. 


_ My criticisms of FN (all one way: FN’s 
interest in discussion is apparently only as 
deep as the paper it’s stated on) have been 
essentially the following: that its definitions 
of political prisoner and prisoner of war 
(pp/pow) were unjustifiably and counter- 
productively (and now they are being ap- 
plied arbitrarily); that it was totally inappro- 


‘priate to abolish the only one of FN’s many 


commissions whose brief it was to maintain 
communication and accountability with its 
stated constitutency, political prisoners and 
prisoners of war; that it was entirely inap- 
propriate to delete anyone from Can’t Jail 
the Spirit (CJTS: the book composed of state- 
ments about pp/pows controlled by FN only 
in its third edition) without changing the 
name of the book to demonstrate that the 
deletions were not decertifications of the 
deleted pp/pows; that its process needs to 
be more open and inclusive; that it cease 
using political prisoner and prisoner of war 
as generic terms as if those it adopts are the 
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only ones; that it establish better lines of 
communication; that it identify itself as a 
partisan organization representing its pp/ 
pows, not all pp/pows; that it has done what 
it said it would not and has not done what it 
said it would. My personal “adoption” by 
FN was not an issue orin what] had “written 
publicly”, though I can’t deny having been 
injured by my deletion from CJTS or being 
annoyed by the unprincipled manner in 
which it was done. And most of the criti- 
cisms antedated my disadoption by FN and 
its attempt to withdraw pp/pow status by 
deleting me from CJTS. All still apply. 
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FN has ignored these concerns. Instead 
of addressing them, it attacks me. But this 
ignoring and disparagement of those not in 
its “in group” is ever more apparently FN’s 
modus operandi. It appears that my first two 
criticisms got me on its despised list. Not 
wanting any dissension in the ranks or cred- 
ible criticism from without, the secret junta 
that moves FN sought to relegate me to crimi- 
naland liar status and purged me from CJTS 
instead of fixing the problems. Apparently 
the others FN tried to decertify as pp/pows 
by dropping them from CJTS were seen 
similarly. In another case of of deliberate or 


unconscious depreciation, FN has also mis- 


Aa rai a ry = — x z Š koat 
“sa, ace - i ESen mradi 


Pi 


represented Leonard Peltier as a political 
prisoner rather than a POW in some if its 
literature. The American Indian Movement 
has objected to this as categorical disinfor- 
mation. FN has also ignored AIM people’s 
questions about other aspects of FN, includ- 
ing its skewed representation, organization, 
misuse Of people’s names in its letterhead, 
and authoritarian practice. Such an arrogant 
attitude bespeaks a design by FN to usurp 
the consciousness raised through theissue of 
U.S. pp/ pows generally and focus iton those 
it supports particularly. 


FN better get with something “written 
publicly” in explanation of its apparently 
unprincipled practice instead of trying to 
denigrate or disappear its critics. The issue 
FN has staked out is a desperately important 
one for the whole movement, not only pp/ 
pows. There are many people who want to 
see FN handle it successfully and who will 
go far in rendering aid. But because of the 
importance of the issue, principle prevents 
people from idly allowing it to be sabotaged, 
either deliberately or through ineptitude. As 
things stand, unless FN emerges from the 
shadows of arrogance and secrecy, the rea- 
sonable conclusion is that FN’s practice is 
divisive, deliberate opportunism. 

As for me, know whol am. POW status 
is something that FN can neither give nor 
take away. Imprisoned on charges of at- 
tempting armed liberation of a comrade in 
class war, I am de facto a POW. I’m not 
looking to beanyone’s stepchild, norisaride 
in FN’s car that important to me. Verily, I 
don't want to be associated with FN at all 
until there is drastic improvement. oo 
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Open Letter to the National Campaign for Amnesty and Human Rights for Political Prisoners (Freedom Now) 


“The political struggles by New Afrikan 
liberation fighters to gain recognition of their 
status as Prisoners of War (POW) is not (a) 
personal question. Recognition of Prisoner of 
War status is recognition of the existence of the 
New Afrikan nation, and its war of independence. 
Being a POW says nothing about someone per- 
sonally, just that they are a captured citizen/ 
soldier of the nation.” (False Nationalism-False 
Internationalism) 


The recent decision of Freedom Now to 
delete certain New Afrikan combattants and 
other Political Prisoners (PP) from their ros- 
ter and future editions of Can't Jail the Spirit 
raises some serious questions about FN’s 
political motivations and directions. 


At it’s inception, FN presented itself as 
an organization representing PPsand POWs 
from (a) non-partisan perspective, while 
purporting to advance the POW and PP is- 
sue in its entirety. Evidently this is not turn- 
ing out to be the case. So the first question to 
be asked is whether or not FN continues to 
maintain the position of representing the 
entire POW and PP issue as it relates to the 
various national liberation struggles taking 
place in North America. Or has FN revised 
its position to represent (selective) POWs 
and PPs? 


If in fact FN claims to still maintain the 
former position as espoused at its inception, 
then it has to be asked how did the FN 
organization come to the decision to delete 
numerous POWs and PPs from future edi- 
tions of Can’t Jail The Spirit and the cam- 
paign’s roster. 


To begin with, a POW and PP (Cam- 
paign) cannot be built from the outside in, 


that is, itcan’t proceed from an international 
level back to a national level. If in fact the 
FN campaign is moving on the premise of 
compiling “credible dossiers” (solely) for 
consumption at Geneva, then it’s a (clear) 
case of international appeasement at the 
expense of national independence move- 
ments here in North America. It also smacks 
of political (opportunism). Only the particu- 
lar realities within a nation struggling for 
independence can determine whether an act 
is political or not. Certainly it can’t be deter- 
mined by foreign elements or international 
organizations. 


It’s really ironic that FN wishes to ap- 
pease the United Nations (UN) at Geneva 
when this is the same organization which 
buckled under to pressure from the US. 
government not (to) consider Palestine for 
statehood observer status. Nations waging a 
war of independence don’t struggle under 
the auspices of the UN or any other interna- 
tional organization or nation. : 


FN’s effort to tailor the POW and PP 
campaign to what they perceive to be 
presentable for. the United Nations (UN) 
opportunistically offers up national libera- 
tion struggles in the favor of international 
appearance. The POW and PP issue itself 
doesn’t stand alone outside of the independ- 
ence movement, but rather isan integral part 
of the whole reality of waging a war of inde- 
pendence. So, to place the POW and PP issue 
in a narrow sterile light is taking it out of its 
(correct) political context: 


Moreover, the New Afrikan Independ- 
ence movement (NAIM) has long ago re- 
solved the matter of POWs and PPs detailing 
with the realities and conditions of the New 


Afrikan nation. No narrow or liberal defini- 
tion was ever adopted. The prospects of New 
Afrikan combatants (correcting) drug deal- 
ers has always been a (clear) political objec- 
tive regardless of what the international 
community may think. National independ- 
ence struggles aren’t subordinate to inter- 
national organizations and they surely don’t 
endeavorto formclientelerelationships with 
international organizations, for FN to come 
along at this late stage and impose its defini- 
tion on other people undercuts the political 
resolvethese struggling people have reached 
on the PP and POW issue. It is an act of 
political usurpation, as no organization can 
determine the realities for another in a na- 
tional independence struggle. 


If FN actually stands in solidarity with 
national independence movements, then it 





must respect the respective national inde- 
pendence movements (own) definitions of 
its POWs and PPs, as opposed to (arrogantly) 
imposing FN’s narrow definition and foster- 
ing the U.S. government’s allegations that all 
prisoners within the confines of concentra- 
tion camps here in Amerika are (criminals). 


Thecampaign should grasp the fact that 
in advancing any aspect of national libera- 
tion which the POW and PP issue is just one, 
expediency timately leads to opportun- 


ism. 


In any case, we do not expect the func- 
tionaries of FN to correct their incorrect think- 
ing and actions, so it’s our position that we 
don’t give or accept half-assed support. 


Kiongozi G. Lumumba 

(slave name - Harry Saxon, Jr.) 
CN-861-65565 

Trenton State Prison 

Trenton, NJ 

MCU 08625 


Ojore N. Lutalo 
CN-861-59860 
Trenton State Prison 
Trenton, NJ 

MCU 08625 co 


Camp Hill Prisoners 


If you were at Camp Hill during the riots, 
and are interested in litigation, please 
write to: 


scott Davis, #42157-066, FCI-Englewood 
9595 W. Qunicy Ave., Littleton, CO 80213 
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RACIAL DISPARITY: It is well known 
that black people in the U:S. are imprisoned 
at a rate far higher than their representation 
in the population. A new report entitled 
“Young Black Men and the Criminal Justice’ 
System: A Growing National Problem” 
(available from the Sentencing Project, 918 F. 
St. NW, #501, Washington, DC 20004) re- 
veals the extent of this racist reality. Among 
other findings, it reports that nearly one in 
four black men in their 20s is in jail or prison 

or is on probation or parole. This compares 
with only about one in 16 for white men and 
one in 10 for hispanic men in the same age 
group. The disparity is similar for women, 
with 2.7% of black, 1.8% of hispanic and 1 
percent of white women in their 20s under 
some sort of “correctional supervision”. 


BAD ATTITUDE: It seems that prisoncrats 
are the same authoritarian geeks the world 
over. At USP Marion (and probably every 
other lockup from the lowliest municipal 
hoosegow on up) prisoners are accused, 
“convicted, and abused for having a “bad 
attitude”. The label goes under a variety of 

_ guises like “needing attitude adjustment” or 
“attitudenly impaired” and likely a host of 
other descriptives in which some version of 


International Notes 


“attitude” doesn’t even appear. But all are 
synonymous with a fusion of “dissent” and 


“insufficient deference to authority” and 


come down to “bad attitude”. 


The plight of the Chief Editor of a lead- 
ing Chinese underground journal entitled 
The April Fifth Forum, Xu Wenli, illustrates 
the point. He remains in prison for, essen- 
tially, public dissent. Much of his sentence 
has been spent in solitary confinement to the 
point of impairing his health. Why? Prison 
officials say Xu has a “bad attitude”. Solidar- 
ity to you, Xu. 


© CORRECTIONS CouNT CROAKED: In what 
seems to have been one of the best pillowed 
stories of 1989, Director of the Oregon De- 
partment of Corrections Michael Franke was 
found dead on the grounds of the DOC 
headquarters in Salem on 18/Jan/89. The 
obviously extremely prejudicialtermination 
of such an exalted agent of the U.S. appara- 
tus of repression is indisputedly a national 
event, as has been such career curtailment of 
other and lesser officials. Perhaps this is 
something the powers that be are particu- 
larly anxious to avoid encouraging (as op- 
posed to the victimization of mere citizens) 


Indonesian Injustice 


Six old men currently languish on Indo- 
nesia’s death row facing imminent execu- 
tion. What makes this unusual is that they 

_are all political prisoners sentenced to death 

- 1965 or an armed rebellion in 1967 and have 
been in custody sicne the events. Four other 
prisoners convicted of participation in the 
1965 coup attempt were suddenly taken from 
their cells in the small hours of 16/FEB/90 
and shot by firing squad. The army said of 
the killings that the legal process had just 
then been completed. The army administer- 
ing and justifying “justice” is part of fine 
democratic traditions like the use of miliary 
equipment, prosecutors, judges and other 
personnel in waging “drug war” in places 
like Washington, DC. 


Indonesia bills itself asa democracy and 
the U.S. recognizes it as such. It purportedly 
became one when General Suharto, who 
deposed President Sukarno in 1968, held 
“free” elections in 1971. This was after 
Sukarno, in plying his own brand of democ- 
racy, laid the democratic groundwork. After 
a 1965 coup attempt, 500,000 suspected sup- 
porters of the communist party were killed 
and over a million were arrested. People 
were taught that testimony for the defen- 
dants risked prosecution. More killings and 
imprisonment followed the 1967 rebellion. 
Then came Suharto with further suppres- 
sion, Oppression, repression of “the left”. 
Finally conditions were ripe for “free elec- 
tions.” Subsequently then President Suharto 
reinforced his democratic credentials with 
the 1975 invasion and annexation of East 
Timor. As a result of that extension of de- 
mocracy, Amnesty International estimates 
that between 100,000and 200,000 peopledied. 
And such a great democrat is this former 
general that he is still president. 


The U.S. ignores Indonesia’s gross dis- 
respect for human rights, something that is 
also not new. Thus it is no surprise that the 

_ US. has not joined the European Commu- 
nity’s condemnation of the recent and im- 
pending executions. Given the fondness of 
the U.S. government for the death penalty, 
this tacit support is ominous. It means that 
there is no distinction betweeen this sort of 
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official murder and what the U.S. ruling 
class would like to have to control its own 
population. 


Indonesia is the third largest recipient of 
Canadian foreign aid. Canada is one of the top 
five foreign investors in Indonesia and its third 
largest trading partner, after the United States 
and England. There are over a dozen Canadian 
companies selling arms to Indonesia, everything 
from bullets to air-to-surface missiles and heli- 
copter engines. Although the Canadian govern- 
ment has expressed some mild condemnation af 
the impending executions, it has repeatedly voted 
against U.N. resolutions condemning the inva- 
sion of East Timor and reaffirming the right of the 


Timorese to self-determination. The official stance 


of the Ministry of External Affairs is that the 


invasion is a “fait accompli”. Canada is also 


complicit in Indonesia's 25 year long war against 
the Free West Papua liberation struggle. Indone- 
sia has killed 200,000 people in this war against 
what it considers its “Province of Irian Jaya.” For 
more information on Canada's involvement with 
Indonesia, contact: 


East Timor Alert Network, PO Box 354, 
Ladysmith, BC, VOR 2E0, (614) 245-3068. 
(Bulldozer) oo 








or even reporting without a culprit to in- 
clude. On 9/Apr/90, such a culprit was fin- 
gered: Frank Gable, whose release from an 
unrelated sentence in Coos, Co. (OR) Jail was 
imminent was arraigned on six counts of 
aggravated murderand onecountof murder 
in the case. Even this much info had to come 
from the back pages of anewspaper business 
section. 


NATIVE RELIGIOUS PRACTICE ATTACKED: 
News From Indian Country reported on 8/ 
Mar/90 that prisoners practicing traditional 


native religion at USP Leavenworth have E 
been targeted for extended interference. 
Apparently, on 19/Jan six prisoners from the 
native cultural and spiritual group were put 
in the hole for no specified reason. Four days 
later, they were released, still without expla- 
nation. AIM leader and POW, Leonard 
Peltier, convicted in 1977 on fabricated evi- 
dence of killing two FBI agents during a 
firefight on Pine Ridge Indian Reservation in 
1975, initiated grievance procedures against 


the harassment on 22/Jan.'On 24/Jan, Le- 


onard’s cell was ransacked by officials for 
unstated reasons likely related to the com- 
plaint. The prisoners were also’ informed 
without reason that cultural group meetings 
would be prohibited after 30/Jan. Nor has 
the harassment been confined to prisoners. 
Mr. and Mrs. Gil Nichols, members of the 
United Tribes Community Group who have 
been volunteering and bringing teachers and 
speakers into the prison’s cultural and spiri- 
tual group for the last four years, were sud- 
denly denied access to the prison without 
explanation and told to cancel any plans to ai 
bring in guests. Requests to the International 
Office of the Leonard Peltier Defence Com- 
mittee for further info on the situation have 
not been answered. co 


supreme Imperial Court of Death 


Ronbo’s Robed Rangers of Reaction on 


ethe U.S. Supreme Court have escalated their 


 chiseling of swastikas into the already ema- 
ciated body of civil rights law into veritable 
excavations. Recently, new rulings have been 
issued to encourage and facilitate official 
ritual murder. Further attacks have been 
launched on the right to be free from unrea- 
sonable searches and seizures, too. 


In two death penalty cases on 5/MAR/ 
90, the court drastically limited prisoners’ 
ability to challenge their convictions via 
habeas corpus in federal courts. The rulings 
said that they could no longer rely on “new 
rules” —- legal arguments resulting from 
decisions made after their convictions. This 
will limit death penalty (and presumably 
other) cases to state courts to a much greater 
extent than previously. According to death 
penalty specialists, one-half to two-thirds of 
death sentences have been overturned 
through habeas corpus. In other death pen- 
alty cases, the court said on 28/MAR that 
nothing in the constitution gave a defendant 
the right to have a death sentence reviewed 
by a jury; an appellate court alone can judge 
the propriety of the sentence, even if the jury 
considered unconstitutional evidence in 
imposing it. And on 24/APR, the court said 
that outsiders could not appeal a death sen- 
tence, barring appeals by other interested 
parties if a prisoner refuses appeals. 


The court also demonstrated its imperi- 
alist nature in an egregious decision on 1/ 
MAR that said U.S. agents can break into, 
search, and seize property from the homes of 
non-U.S. citizens abroad. Kidnapping of 
people was already approved practice. (Ina 
property based society, legitimizing attacks 
on property is the escalation and not vice 
versa.) The court said that the constitution 
does not apply to non-U.S. citizens outside 
the U.S.—not that it’s much protection for 
any but the ruling class in any event. Also 
regarding search and seizure, the court said 
that the swine can search anyplace where 
they are arresting someone if they claim 
“reasonable belief” in a potential for danger. 
Yeah, that ol’ steak knife might just lean right 


out of the cutlery drawer and bury itself in 


_any pork brisket that got too close. Nor did 0s 


the court define what might constitute a 
place of arrest. An apartment? The whole 
building? A whole park or street? A movie 
theater, patrons included? 


No one gets upset about these danger- 
ous precedents, but they do add up. They 
don’t strike like lightning bolts straight from 
judicial pens. So people become complacent 
and will be surprised when they stimulate 
the thunder of jackboots. oo 


Marionette Editor: Bill Dunne 

PNS Editors: Bill Dunne, #10916-086, 
POB 1000, Marion, IL. 62959. Jim Campbell, 
c/o Bulldoz®r, POB 5052, Stn A, Toronto, Ont. 
Canada M5W 1W4. Articles not otherwise 
attributed were written by Bill Dunne. 
Recipients of the PNS/M are free to reproduce 
it in whole or in part and are, in fact, encour- 
aged to do so. Donations are sorely needed 
because it is by them that these publications 
survive. They should be sent to the Bulldozer 
collective which handles layout, reproduction 
and distribution, at the Toronto address above. 
Comments, criticisms and suggestions, etc. 
may be sent to either address. And if you 
don’t like the news, go out and make 
some of your own. 


Mail Problems: 


It seems as though there has been more 
problems with the mail coming to Toronto. 
There is at least one report of correctly address 
mail being returned as being the wrong 
addressee. Please send all mail c/o Bulldozer. 
And prisoners, if you don't receive a regular 
scheduled copy, which is usually in the mail by 
the beginning of the fourth week of the odd 
months (ie Jan., March, etc.) let us know that it 
hasn't arrived after an appropriate length of 


-time. When prisoner copies are returned it is 


difficult for us to know whether the reason 
given by the prison on the envelope is valid or 
bullshit. 


ik 


ee a A . 


A 
> 


eS ae ee 


See ae! ee ee er 


F 


storming Strang 





Prison News Service 





Centres] 





Resistance Wracks 
British Prisons 


On Sunday, 1/APR/90, about two-thirds of the 1600 prisoners 
crammed into Strangeways prison in Manchester, England, decided to 
actively oppose their inhumane and unjust treatment and took the place 
over. They had been forced to subsist in crowded, squalid conditions in 
which prisoners were rarely allowed to leave their cells except to slop-out 
(empty toilet cans), pick up chow, or have an hour’s exercise in a dirty 
yard. Requests and petitions and complaints to and discussions and 
lookings at and checkings on by prisoncrats had not, as usual, resulted in 
the requisite improvements, so the prisoners were forced to become 
more insistent. The takeover was precipitated by a report issued the week 
before by the Chief Inspector of Prisons that highlighted the appalling 
conditions but nevertheless praised the prison administration. 


The demonstration began with some 300 prisoners in the chapel. 
From there, keys taken from a guard gave them access to the rest of the 
prison where about 700 others joined. The strategy included taking the 
high ground by breaking onto the rooftops of the 120 year old prison and 
holding swine and fire fighters at bay with stones and roof tiles pried 
from the buildings. Demands were then made that included improve- 
ments in abysmal living conditions, alleviation of severe overcrowding, 
and creation of adequate jobs and programs for prisoners. In solidarity 
with their class brethren on the streets, they included “No Poll Tax’ 
among their banners. 


By 2/ APR, the unrest had spread to three other prisons. On that date, 
a struggle began between Strangeways prisoners who felt they’d made 
their point and others who felt they hadn't received sufficient guarantees 
of action. Some surrendered that day; others defected and were trans- 
ferred subsequently. But the fuse had been lit and by 12/ APR the distur- 


_ bances had reached 12 of the 128 prisons in England and Wales and one 


of the 20 in Scotland. Negotiations at Strangeways broke down on 15/ 
APR. The prisoners’ common victimization sparked at least one more 
uprising before the swine finally suppressed the season of strife by. 





Altogether, there were about 100 injuries, split between prisoners 
and slime. Two prisoners died, at least one in the hospital as a result of 
beating. One swine died of a heart attack. No final dollar estimate of 
damages has yet been determined. Many prisoners were transferred to 
different prisons, and it is likely that hundreds are under some sort of 
retaliatory lockdown. Prisoncrats exact a high price for resistance. 


Everyone acknowledges that the whole prison system and particu- 
larly the more oppressive (higher security) dungeons in Great Britain is 
still a powderkeg. More unrest is expected in the summer heat. Prison- 
ers have no firm commitments that even the most egregious conditions 
will be changed. Absent big pressure, prisoncrats are known for using 
such opposition to abusive incarceration as justification for further re- 
pression in the name of security. Guards, too, recognize the volatility of 
the situation, with the head of their union calling for less ‘cell time, 
improved living conditions, and more work and education programs for 
prisoners. Reading the political wind, the British Home Secretary started 
an inquiry into what everyone already knows is wrong even before the 
Strangeways rebellion had been crushed. He also tossed a few bones of 
cosmetic changes, like the phasing out of widespread use of slop-buckets 
instead of toilets, the hiring of 200 more swine, and unspecified improve- 
ments. 


The Thatcher government was directly responsible for escalating 
the oppressive character of British prisons enough to precipitate not only 
these latest but a long series of prison revolts. Along with Ronbo Reagan 
in the U.S., Thatcher & Company embarked on a “law and order” binge 
inthe early 80s that alleged to see the solutions to social problems in more 
and longer sentences and harsher treatment. The result was a rapid rise 
in prison populations that outstripped available resources and space and 
caused prison conditions to deteriorate markedly. At the time of the 
takeover, Strangeways was housing three prisoners in cells made for one. 


The Thatcher governments has tacitly acknowledge its responsibil- 
ity for the prison resistance and the attendant destruction and injuries by 
relaxing its hard line policies. The small relaxation of parole require- 
ments and slightly less stringent sentencing have not eliminated serious 
overcrowding, but have reduced the UK prison population by about 6% 
from its 1988 peak of around 56,000. In addition, the introduction of 
legislation in parliament to reduce maximum sentences is imminent, 
although so is legislation for a 10,000 bed increase in prison space. 


The lukewarm and ambivalent character of the reforms leaves doubt 
about whether this apparent beginning of reformist progress is real or is 
just a breather while the reactionary ruling class marshals more and 
better tools of repression. The poll tax riots show that such tools are 
increasingly what is needed to support the growing social disparities 
intrinsic to Thatcherism. so 





. = -. 
5 ma S  iImprisonn 
canad se zing tk B remaming AO do SEES se rete as 


eae H 
L ER 
aa g 


te es o 
; i So a a 
asad eae k R. 


Support the Risley 54! 


The following is reprinted from Fight Racism! Fight Imperialism! 
(BCM Box 5909, London, WCIN 3XX) FEB-MAR/90. It illustrates the price 
imposed on those who refuse to knuckle under to the injustice of their own op- 
pression. Unfortunately, it is the case that prisoncrats, in the isolation and 
secrecy of their dark concrete corners, feel they have unfettered discretion toad- 

minister whatever callous abuses they deem expedient without serious atten- 

tion to prisoner grievances. It is also the unfortunate case that no light shines 
into those corners without prisoners stepping past paper pacifiers and creating 
enough of a disturbance to draw scrutiny to the shocking realities. And most 
unfortunate is that the prisoners with enough principle to resist their victimi- 
zation sufficiently to elicit outside pressure are usually sacrificed in the process 
with longer sentences and consignment to the deepest dungeons. The case of the 
Risley 54, whose rising less than a year earlier was similar to the Strangeways 
actions, demonstrates the point. It also shows that neither rebellion is over. 


Events have moved on since the May Day uprising at the Risley Re- 
mand Center. The Risley 54 have been scattered around the prison 
system and we have all now been charged with counts of Riot and 
Criminal Damage. The combined tariff for these two charges is 20 years 


Sens E 


Tearly the state is now committed to making an example of us for dar- 
ing to protest and resist the dehumanizing and barbaric conditions 
within these “penal colonies”. Secondly, and perhaps more insidious is 
the concerted attempt to criminalise our actions and obfuscate the 
issues underpinning the uprising. To combat this, and to provide an ef- 
fective, politically inspired defence we have organized “The Risley 54 
Defence Group and Support Committee”. Our objectives are threefold: 


1: Keeping the nightmare of these “Penal Colonies” on the politi- 
cal and social agenda. 
2: Co-ordinating our defence legally and politically. 
3: Providing a support network for our families and friends. 
To this end we are:- 


a) Making contact with grassroots organizations and individu- 
als in order to mobilise public and community support for the Risley 54 
and articulate the real issues involved in the uprisin 


b) Organising a petition and letter-writing campaign to the © 


Home Office, national and local media, MPs (Members of Parliament), 
etc., highlighting the attempt to railroad the 54 and demanding that the 
charges be dropped. 


On the domestic front we hope to be able to provide both moraland 
material support for our families. As I am sure you are aware, the state 
only subsidizes the travelling costs for one visit per month to a con- 
victed prisoner and offers no subsidies whatsoever to families of uncon- 
victed prisoners. As the 54 have been dispatched to various prisons 
around the country and most of us are “unwaged”, keeping contact 
with our families and each other is proving extremely difficult and cre- 
ating enormous financial and psychological pressure. 


The Defence Committee intends to organise fundraising events to 
help the families, friends and supporters of the Risley 54 to continue the 
struggle. Itis our hope that the readers of FRFI will be able to help us on 
three fronts. We would like you to:- 


1. Organise petitions and write letters to the Home Office Prison 
Department, media, MPs, etc., supporting the Risley 54, calling for an 
end to the railroading and demanding the charges be dropped. 

2. Provide us with any relevant information which might aid in 
our defence. | 

3. Financial: Please, please make contributions to the Risley De- 
fence Fund and where possible, we would appreciate it if you could or- 
ganise fundraising events for us. (If you decide to help in this way, 
please make donations payable to “The Risley 54 Defence Fund”.) 


All eomimunications should be addressed to: YA’el Coordinator - 
Risley 54 Defence, 85 Ashbridge Street, Toxeth, Liverpool [UK] L8 
OUG. œ 
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by Paul Wright 


On Apr/11/90, frustrations and 
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Center held and controlled all three pc 
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been brutally beaten within F-unit b 
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Insurrection at Clallam Bay 


no avail. He told the unit sergeant he would rather go 
to the hole than put up with this. A few minutes later 
several guards came to take Terry to the hole from the 
rotunda area (F Unit is identical in design to Shelton 
IMU with 3 pods and a central control booth.) Terry 


_ dropped the first one through the door and put upa 


spirited resistance, landing good punches on Sgt. Fitz- 
patrick, the unit sergeant and other guards. Terry was 
forced to the floor and one guard began jamming his 
finger into Terry's right eye, causing it to bleed while 
Fitzpatrick brutally pulled on his hair. Prisoners in 
pod 1, recently returned from lunch became outrages 
at this latest in a series of beatings and abuses. Guard 
Banner opened the pod door while the struggle was 
occurring and some 10 to 15 prisoners surged forth to 
rescue Terry from the beating and eye gouging. In the 
ensuing melee the unit Sgt. and the guards who had 
been beating Terry were themselves beaten. In the 
retreat back to pod 1 prisoner Bob Lindell was cap- 
tured and after fierce resistance taken to the hole. 


At this point the frustration that had been build- 
ing for weeks vented forth. Guard Banner ordered 
prisoners to cell in but wouldn’t open thecell doors for 
anyone to enter their cells. The rebellion quickly spread 
to pods 2 and 3. At that point the doors were barri- 
caded, floors wet down, makeshift weapons quickly 
fashioned from chairs, mops, brooms, etc. Several 
prisoners were able to call their families and tell them 
of the occurrences and asked them to call the media. 
Phones were cut off soon thereafter. 


At about 2:45 PM the warden, Neil Brown, came 
to F unit to speak to the prisoners. He would not 
negotiate and refused requests to have outside prison- 
ers such as ACLU or the media present as observers. 
Mr. Brown promised that if prisoners locked up he 
would listen to their grievances and complaints. He 


gave his word on this (as expected he didn’t keep it). 
Prisoners refused to capitulate at this point. Shortly 
thereafter a tactical unit using stun grenades, mace 
and clubs stormed pod 3. Prisoner Sherman Pully 
was thrown down a flight of stairs, beaten with a 
night stick and maced. Several other prisoners were 


maced. Mr. Brown once more spoke to the prisoners | 


in Funit and again asked them to capitulate threaten- 
ing further violence if they refused, as no hostages 
were taken he felt no obligation to negotiate any- 
thing. Eventually, at about 3:30 PM the prisoners in 
pod 1 were the last to capitulate and cell in. 


A few hours later riot squads came through and 
searched the prisoners’ cells, after threatening to 
mace anyone who resisted. No one was beaten or 
harmed during the searches and as fas as could be 
seen everyone's property was treated with care and 
respect. | 


At approximately 6:30 PM a bus had arrived 
from Shelton and approximately 30-40 prisoners were 
taken from F unit and taken to Shelton IMU. Among 
the prisoners taken were: Robert Lee, Sherman Pul- 
ley, Jason Groll, Bernard Decoutea, Shawne Karzmar, 
Shawn Poupart, Jim Hanson, Joe Lemere, Terry Grant, 
Jeff Hines, Tomeko Marcus, Scott Duey, Wayne An- 
derson and several others whose name I don’t know 
(sorry guys). Needless to say, Mr. Brown didn’t dis- 
cuss theircomplaintsand grievances with them before 
deporting them. 


F unit has been on lock down since. Prisoners 
have been fed in their cells, and until a few minutes 
ago the power in the cell had been kept off. No one 
has been allowed to take showers or call their fami- 
lies. During the entire episode there was no prisoner 
on prisoner violence. On Apr/12/90 prison coun- 
selors began calling out the remaining prisoners, 
manacled, to ask why they thought the insurrection 


had occurred, Some cooperaied with this,othersdid._ | 
not. It appears that it will soon be business as usual 
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March-April 1990 


with no attempt made to provide adequate jobs, 
abolish the cell confinement policy and denial of 
earned time for the unemployed, or to restrain unit 
staff from their petty provocations. By not correcting 
these problems prison officials are responsible for 
setting the stage for another rebellionina few months 
time, and again after that and soon. Especially when 
they complete their double bunking plans and over- 
crowd the cells and units to 40 men instead of their 
design capacity of 20. Prison officials will attempt to 
blamethe prisoners for thisincidentand “gettough”, 
just like they did at Attica, Santa Fe and other places. 
It is well known that petty policies and harassment 
causes more grief than good, as a behavior modifica- 
tion technique its working pretty good: building a 


Poitical Prisoner Needs Urgent Medical Attention 


from Toronto Ecomedia 


Alan Berkman, anti-imperialist political 
prisoner, is once again struggling to get proper 
medical treatment which has been denied by his 
captors. Berkman, a doctor himself, is experi- 
encing a return of Hodgkins Disease (a rare form 
of cancer). In May/85, after his arrest, he first 
developed the disease and required treatment at 
a proper medical facility. At the time he was 
being held in preventative detention at a facility 
unequipped to treat his condition. It was only 
after outside pressure and a court decision that 
he was.transferred to a cancer treatment centre 
where he underwent abdominal surgery. This 
occurred under extremely stressful conditions 
with highly militarized security and Alan ended 
up having emergency surgery 5 days later. After 
this he was prematurely discharged from the 
prison hospital despite medical complications. 
Finally after many problems and setbacks the 
cancer went into remission. 


Since then Alan has fought to get proper 
medical follow-ups and testing. On Mar/19/90 
he received testing that showed that the cancer 
might be reoccurring. Nonetheless the doctor 
stated that nothing was wrong and no follow-up 
would be needed until August. The tests were 


purpose ” of resisting US. imperialism. Linda 
Evans, Tim Blunk, Laura Whitehorn, Maril 
Buck, Susan Rosenberg and Berkman are revo 
lutionaries who have struggled for years as pa 
of a clandestine resistance movement. Policies 
they have resisted include the invasion of Gre 
nada, the brutal rule in Puerto Rico, supporting 
the Contras in Nicaragua and giving aid to the 
ARENA government in El Salvador. 


People are encograged to write letters /tele- 
grams demanding that Alan be sent to either the 
Mayo Clinic in Rochester, MN, or the Lombardi 
Cancer Center in Georgetown, MD. 


David Road, Administrator 
D.C. Central Detention Facility 
1901 D. St. S.E. 

Washington, DC 

20003 USA 

Phone # (202) 673-8202 


Federal Bureau of Prisons 
320 1st St. NW 
Washington, DC 

20534 
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later confirmed. Despite this no efforts have 
been made for Alan to receive any follow-up or 
treatment. 
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To makeit easy, call 1-800-544-0052, ask for 
the Berkman file, and it will be faxed where 
desired for $5 a copy. 
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Send letters of support to: 





Alan Berkman is one of six defendants in 


the Resistance Conspiracy Case, accused of the Alan Berkman c/o 


. s s . bd W.A.C.P.P.R. 
political bombings of government and military POB 28191 
buildings. The U.S. government makes no claims 

5°: 5 Washington, DC 


to know who carried out these bombings. It is 
simply trying to convict them on “guilt by 
association” because they shared a “common 


: : = 20038-8191 <o 
rets the Information on Prison Uprisings 
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Harassment and special oppression are 
the wages of being a political prisoner in the 
American Gulag Archipelago. While offi- 
) cially denying that it holds political prison- 
ers (except for Manuel Noriega, whom it has 
| acknowledged isa POW), the U.S. apparatus 
of oppression goes to great lengths to afflict 
l them, both for revenge and as propaganda. 
| They are subjected to longer sentences, more 
punitive conditions, more stringent applica- 
tion of rules, and more frequent extra-legal 

abuses. This is because officialdom and its 
| masters are particularly enraged by refusals 
| to accept their authority as sacred and by 
resistance to it. They also want to do what 
| they can to make such political attitudes and 
principles unattractive by imparting to them 
a cost. Recently, this reality has been demon- 
strated by an attack on one of the U.S.’s best 
| known prisoners of war, Ray Lavasseur. 


Ray Lavasseur is one of the Ohio 7 who 
were found not guilty of seditious conspir- 
- acy on 27/Nov/89 
-that their actions were neith ditious 
criminal. Ray was sent to the federal dun- 
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geon at USP Marion in Dec/89 in retaliation 
for his politics and the embarrassment he 
= and his comrades inflicted on the govern- 
: ment. He was the only remaining defendant 
> in the case serving a federal sentence, 45 
| years he'd previously been given for alleged 
l armed attacks on military and corporate 

targets and purportedly financing his activ- 
ism by bank expropriation. But that was not 
the end of the retaliation. 


: On 9/Mar/90, Warden Clark and his 
entourage plus some tourists toured the tier 
l on which Ray was held. Noticing that one of 
the swine was former Asst. U.S. Attorney 
Robert Mueller from Boston who had brought 
the sedition charge against him and who is 
now a more exalted official in the U.S. Justice 
Department. He asked some obvious ques- 
tions: What brings you here? The presence of 
bigwigs is frequently indicative of dastardly 
plots. Now that you have ascended to Wash- 
ington, will something be done about the 
lockdown? Whether the Marion lockdown 
will end before the new lockdown joint is 
finished is very much a question. Why are 
political prisoners sent directly to Marion 
from court? That is contrary to administra- 
tive contentions that only viscious and vio- 
lent predators who have committed acts of 
violence in other prisons are sent to Marion. 
Was I (Ray) sent here because you were 
embarrassed by losing the Springfield sedi- 
tion trial? The porcine person arrogantly 
refused to answer and stalked off with the 
others. 


‘Apparently, it was considered offensive 
for a lowly prisoner to have the audacity to 
speak to such aristocrats without being spo- 


Bottomfish Blues 


If anyone can help us obtain copies of 
this fine newspaper, could you please 
write to us at Bulldozer, POB 5052, Stn A, 
Toronto, Ont Canada MSW 1W4 
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A Marion Prisoners Newsletter 


The Marionette 


Political Harassment 


ALL RISE FOR 
THE MORNING 


thereafter. The next day, Unit Manager McElmurry FLAG SALUTE. 


brought Ray an infraction charging that he had 
been insolent to Bureau of Prisons Director Quin- 
lan who, it turns out, was also present. The charge 
wasa lie: Ray didn't even know Quinlan was there 
and didn't address him. The accusation of inso- 
lence to someone to whom he did not even speak 
rather than to Mueller raises the suspicion that 
there was something improper about Mueller’s 
visit. Likely also contributing to this attack on Ray 
was the airing that very day of a syndicated TV 
report about Marion for which Ray had been inter- 
viewed as well as Ray’s encouragement of prison- 
ers to exercise their right to write to elected repre- 
sentatives. Such retaliatory measures are not new. 


-- AND TO THE 
REPYUBLIC ANS 
Foe. WHICH 
THEY SCAM -- 


Beyond the physical punishment of consign- 
ment to the hole, this false charge is an effort to 
impair Ray’s effectiveness. He will be deprived of 
much access to information and to other prisoners. 
His legal and personal property will be “red 
necked”, withheld in part, and some will be de- 
stroyed or disappeared. This move is also an at- 


mpt to intimidate other prisoners, to tell them 
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be used as disciplinary justification to keep Ray : 
there. so 
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15/Mar/90, prisoners at USP Marion 
received copies of their visiting lists along 
with a memo requiring that they be “up- 
dated”. This updating included not only 
name and address requirements, but also 
demanded that prisoners fill in the phone 


of prospective visitors. Warden Clark, Asso- 
ciate Warden Holt and Inmate Systems Mer. 
Mannallinsisted that visits would be denied 
with people for whom this information was 
not supplied or was incorrect. They, ofcourse, 
claimed that this was necessary for security 
and dismissed reasons against the new re- 


ken to and Ray was taken to the hole shortly 


numbers, social security numbers and race 

| quirements such as no phone or changing 
numbers, people’sreluctanceto give up social 
security numbers for their own security rea- 


The memo said these new informational 
requirements were so that visitors could be 
“pre-enrolled” in the new computer /optical 
fingerprint scanning system. Starting 23/ 
Apr/90, visitors were required to have a 
finger on each hand scanned upon entry to 
USP Marion for the first time and then one of 
the fingers scanned upon entering and leav- 
ing thereafter. No one has been able to articu- 
late what forcing prisoners to give the num- 
ber and race information has to do with this 
system or “pre-enrollment”. The fingerprint- 
ing is— of course—forsecurity. The warden 
described it as a pilot project, though he was 
evasive about whether the pilot was for 
Marion only or for the whole BOP. He didn’t 
say what led to the failure and removal of a 
similarly intended scanning system about 
three years ago. He did get all squirmy and 
then testy when pressed about whetherthere 
had ever been a security problem necessitat- 





finally took refuge in the “I’m the warden 
and don’t have to explain nothin” line. 


sons, and the potential for racial harassment. 


ing all the rigamarole. Unable to giveany, he - 
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New Visiting Intrusion 


Inthe process of defending allthesenew 
intrusions, the Clark, Holt and Mann tricky 
trio let slip that the measures are harassment 
only thinly disguised as security. They 
countered the confidentiality of social secu- 
rity numbers concern by saying that they 
obtained thegg-anyway in doing the routine 
National Information Center checks on visi- 
tors candidates. They got all mumbly when 
asked why, then, it was necessary to get them 
from prisoners. Presumably they also know 
how to use directory assistance for the phone 
numbers and their eyeballs for race — not 
that they need to know either. Nevertheless, 
the porkers were adamant in their insistence 
that visiting could be denied if prisoners did 
not supply the info and to anyone unwilling 
to submit to the fingerprinting. 


What this new bureaucracy will really 
do is give prisoncrats more latitude to deny 
prisoners visits. The more requirements there 
are, the more likely it is that some will be 
unmet at the time of a visit, allowing. it to be 
denied. There will also be some people who 
will refrain from visiting in order to avoid 
the invasion of privacy. That might not seem 
like a committed visitor, but all contacts with 
the community in a system that is increas- 
ingly isolating its victims from the commu- 
nity areimportant. And for many people, the 
development of commitments has to start 
somewhere. Further, while the absence of 
race information on the forms might not 
prevent harassment, the potential for it would 
be less without it. co 
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LOVE IS HELL BY MATT GROENING. PANTHEON BOOKS 1986 





WARDEN JOHN 
THE BOZO HAIRED 
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“You jusT want me 
t say somethin stupid , 
eS huh?” 


31 Mar/90, local congressman Glen Pos- 
hard announced that the maximum security 
part of the Western Correctional Complex 


USP Marionas the federal bureau of prisons’ 
(BOP) number one dungeon in about two 
years. BOP Director Quinlan, Poshard said, 
had informed him that the BOP wanted a 
number of facilities at the same place to 
diminish transit costs. That never concerned 
the BOP before, but will now likely be used 
as an excuse to keep the officially despised 
“concentrated” in the hinterland, regardless 
of security level. Poshard seemed defensive 
in the brief sound and video bites aired by 
local media, and well he might. He not only 
_ failed to bring home the bacon of the new, 
big-bucks bastille, he was also unable to pre- 





He insisted that no jobs would be lost, but 
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prisoner of federal incarceration is about one 
third that of'Marion’s. And guards are al- 
ready talking about who has enough senior- 
ity to stay here rather than get the choice of 
Colorado or Burger King. 


Marion Warden Clark was on local TV 
that night saying how good it would be to 
open Marion and use all the “valuable real 
estate” (industrial buildings idle foralmosta 
decade since the BOP closed them in further- 
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Tourist Time: Though tours have been 
avoiding this block, they've been plentiful. 
Big (and smelly) cheeze of the BOP Quinlan 
was here on 9/Mar with officials from the 
“Justice” department. Diane Sawyer of ABC 
TV was here interviewing Carlos the rat 


, aes... 


the administration likes get big considera- 
tion, like the whole chapel. There were three 
tours apiece on 23 and 24/Apr, and word is 
that that is not unusual. Apparently, just 
about any group (as long as it’s not too pink) 
can get in for the prisoncrats’ pitch to sell 
repression. 
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SWINE Sones: Among the many rumors 
that circulate this gulag is that lots of upper 
echelon swiney suckers are fixin’ to abandon 
ship. This seems like a good career move 
while service at Marion still puts stars ona 
resume, but before alot of administrative 
work (and risk) is required to denote it. Two 
whose rumors seem to have some substance 
are Associate Warden Holt and Captain 
Davis, whose porcine posteriors everyone 
will be pleased to see. Who will slither 
through the hawse hole to replace them is 
unclear. co 





FIELD MARSHAL DAVIS 
THE DEPARTING 





being built near Florence, CO, would replace . 


vent the “mission” of Marion from leaving. 
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Lehder on 26 / Apr: Stories like that which - 


THE 


college,” 


ance of its plan to turn all of Marion into a 
control unit. He lamented how Marion was 
not designed for its current use, a decidedly 
different tune from the last regime, which 
started with the rigid notion that Marion 


could never in life be opened. 


Subsequent to his appearance on TV, 
the warden stopped lying to prisoners about 
knowing nothing about the new place and 
not even thinking about opening this place. 
He is still very vague about when and how 
much Marion will open. This, along with the 
physical alterations that have been made to 
the prison and other things, raises the suspi- 
cion that it won't be soon or much. He also 
Said that the program at the new dungeon. 
will be essentially the same as it is here and 
now: big cell time, little rec time and not 
much of anything else. He then went on to 





its clones in the states and what a relatively 





Paranoia Strikes Deep 


Marion swineare becoming increasingly 
petty and paranoid about the pre-transfer 
unit and are acting accordingly. They throw 
people out of the “program” for exceedingly 
silly reasons or no reason. Involvement only 
by association in merely suspected activities 
and failing to make one’s bed properly are 
examples of what might be used to sentence 
a prisoner to Marion for another indefinite 
term that might be years. Other abuses like 
cutting a prisoner's pay down to a minimum 
for wearing a headband at work or having a 


_ Shirt untucked in the corridor are also in- 


flicted. Adding insultto injury, prisoners are 
frequently addressed in an abrasive and 
disrespectful manner. 


It was in this atmosphere that a prisoner 
had an argument with a work supervisor 
who isa notorious assholeon9/Mar/90. Ac- 
cording to reports, the prisoner did not even 
raise his voice in insisting that he be treated 
in a civil manner. He was taken to the hole. 
The next day, the unit was uncharacteristi- 
cally quiet and the swine locked it down for 
the first time since a prisoner committed 
suicide there in Oct/88. The reason given 
wasan allegedly “deteriorating rapport with 
staff.” Like anyone didn’t know full well 
how that could’ve happened! Locking the 
unit down for this was evidence of the agent 
of oppression syndrome. After sowing a lot 
of dirty deeds, paranoia may lead the sowers 
to read even slight changes in the atmos- 
phere as signs that harvest season is at hand. 
But administrative greed overcame porcine 
fear of reaping as had been sown and every- 
one was back at work by the end of the 
following week. co 


“T know what a pro- 
tractor is, LT been to 





ASSOCIATE WARDEN HOLT 
INFALLIBLE 








‘You know what 
you did + who yov were 
doin! it with!” 


Colorado Clockwork Lemon 


small proportion of its prisoners the feds 
keep here. 


Queries to congresspersons on the Judi- 
ciary Committees about details of the new 
prison and its programs raise the possibility 
of some sort of collusion between the legisla- 
tive and executive branches of government. 
Both have ulterior motives to insure that this 
boondoggle will bea faitaccompli before itis 
widely learned what a dirty deed it is and 
resistancetoit mobilizes. Thedetailed budget 
authorization and appropriation bills would 
have to go through these committees and 
their specifics would reveal a large part of 
what is planned (money for doors with food 
slots, for example, or none for class rooms.) 
Yet the only two of many lengthy queries to 
the congress that have been answered rely 


„on the same five line paragraph solicited 
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ffon the BOP-Itdoesnt say anything new, 


though its use of “another” max facility in 
the same letter that says Marion is currently 
the “only” is ominous. 


Some of us feel like we'll be goin’ to 
Colorado with an achin’ in our hearts! But 
such is the nature of life with big brother. oo 
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AN UNNAMED 
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(To be filled has directed) 
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As of this issue, The Marionette is 
five years old. It’s gone through 
several incarnations, but has been 
written on schedule for 36 monthly 
and 12 bimonthly issues. For its 
first three years, it was banned from 
entry into its subject dungeon, but 
lately it has been allowed. It now 
looks as if The Marionette will ride 
the Marion lockdown into mutual 
extinction when Marion isreplaced 
as the BOP’s #1 dungeon. But that 
won'tbe for another coupleof years. 
In the interim, what I/we need is if 
you, our audience, find value in 
The Marionette. It requires time, 
effort.and-resources, the value of — 
whose product must be weighed 
against the value of other possible 
uses. Our intent and desire is to 
provide information about a face of 
state most people never see that 
will be of value in dealing with the 
society it regulates. Are we? co 

























Spanish Hungerstrike Continues 


by Bulldozer 


Forty-two Political Prisoners in Spain, 
on a hungerstrike since the beginning of 
December, are bein g forced fed in their prison 
cells. Their condition is critical. Photos show 
them be be mere skeletons. Unfortunately, 
we have little new information on their situ- 
ation. One of the more notorious doctors 
involved in the force feeding was assassi- 
nated in early April. In response, the prison- 
ers were taken from the prison hospitals and 
returned to regular prisons. They are con- 
tinually being shuffled around and kept in 
isolation. No one has claimed the assassina- 
tion, which was greeted with a very mixed 
reaction on the outside. Force feeding, by 
any other name, is torture. It essentially keeps 
people living, ona minimal level, seemingly 
just to prolong their suffering. No mere IV 
tubes in the arm, but rather tubes shoved 
painfully through the nose and down the 
throat. 


As Europe slowly unifies, political pris- 
oner remain an embarrassment to countries 
like Spain, Italy and Germany. Spain would 
like to smash the political prisoners, mainly 
members of an anti-fascist group like 
GRAPO, who see little difference between 
the socialist government of the PSOE, the 
rulers of modern Spain, and Franco who ran 
a fascist regime for nearly 50 years. They had 
previously won the right to a collective exis- 
tence inside the prisons. In 1987, the prison 


collectives were broken up and they were 
transferred around the country. Last sum- 
mer, the e-government betrayed an 
agreement to end the first hungerstrike, so 
another one was begun in Dec/89. This 
struggle is a crucial for the thousands of 
European political prisoners. The right to a 
collective existence makes it much easier for 
political prisoners to maintain their political 
identity and continue to participate in the 
struggle. 


The strike has received little attentionin 
North America. The mass media has ignored 
it, as has virtually all of the left and alterna- 
tive media. The Guardian refused to publish 
an article submitted to them since, as “social- 
ist” themselves, they support the “socialist” 
government. Two demonstrations, organ- 
ized by Toronto Anarchist Black Cross and 
the Women’s Prison Support Network, at- 
tracted about 30 people Toronto. Demon- 
strations were also held in New York and 
Washington. 


Please send letters supporting the hunger- 
strikers to: 

Antonio Asuncion 

Direction General de Institutiones Penitenciar- 
ias 

Ministerio de Justica 

Calle San Bernardo/47 Madrid 

28015 Espana ~ 
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